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STILL WAITING

In our recent classroom seminars about financial aid, we mentioned that most high school seniors and
their parents file the important FAFSA financial aid form on-ine. In order to accurately complete your own
FAFSA on-line, you'll need to work from a 2008-2009 FAFSA-On-The-Web Worksheet. High schools
should have received their supply of these worksheets a week ago, but we’re all still waiting. As soon as
the worksheets arrive, we'll announce it to all seniors.

A few seniors mentioned they would like to file their FAFSAs super-ultra-early, in the first week or two of
January. (Note: federal law states the FAFSA cannot be filed until at least January 1, 2008]. If you are an
ultra-early filer, and you do not want to wait for the worksheet to arrive, you may begin working on your
FAFSA on-line as soon as you wish—after Jan 1. Go to fafsa.ed.gov and begin the process. The system will
give you detailed on-ine help as you move from question-to-question. For 2008-2009 FAFSASs, a live on-line
communication with a customer service representative is also offered.

Before deciding to pull the trigger on filing your FAFSA ultra-early, read the next segment below.

DO THIS FIRST?

Most financial aid experts say “Before filing your FAFSA form, both the parents and the student (if he/she has a job)
should complete their 2007 Federal Income Tax forms.” Some of the financial questions on the FAFSA can easily be
answered by just copying the numbers from your completed 2007 tax form.

If you follow this suggestion, you'll have to wait for all of your income, investment, and tax data to arrive at your house for
the tax year of 2007. Then, complete your FAFSA in the first week of February, 2008. For the ultra-early FAFSA gang,
this wait may be too long. If you are in this group, you will have to estimate these financial numbers, and then correct or
update them at a later time. If estimating, find a copy of your old 2006 Federal Income Tax forms. Use your old 2006
numbers as a guideline to estimate your 2007 data.

Here’s some bottom-line information for the “hurry-up” vs. “wait” filing of your FAFSA. If you file your FAFSA by the first
weekend in February, you will still be in the top few percent of early-filers, across the nation.

A REMINDER: TAKE CARE OF BUSINESS

We still have a few seniors who have not submitted their Community Service Verifications. Be careful, the
calendar is squeezing in on you. Do you still need to complete some volunteer hours? Use the holiday
vacation to do so, and turn in your verification forms when you return to PTHS in January. Do you need a
Community Service Verification form? Stop at the Information Corner in the Guidance Office now. The
deadline for submitting this form is Tuesday, January 15. This is important...take care of business.

WHAT'S OUR EFC?




Let’s go back to our classroom financial aid discussions again. You'll recall that the government and your college or tech
school will consider you for various types of financial aid after you've filed your FAFSA form. The processing agency
responds back to you and your parents with a Student Aid Report (your “SAR”). This report will list your family’s EFC
(your Expected Family Contribution). This is how much you and your parents will be expected to contribute to your
education before financial aid is offered.

Many families would like to know what their projected EFC will be before they file their FAFSA. They want to know the
good news, or bad news, upfront. Do you want to get an early estimate of your own EFC now? If so, go to one of the
following web sites and find their “EFC Calculator” option. Go to EducationPlanner.org or finaid.org .

STRATEGY?

Did you go to one of the web sites above, and calculate your probable EFC for 2008-20097 Did the EFC
calculation give you a “bad news” dollar figure? There’s still time to do some financial aid strategy work to
hopefully Jlower your family’'s EFC before you file the FAFSA next month. Come down to the Guidance Office
and borrow one of our strategy books for advice. Or, purchase your own family copy. The books are listed
in both the Nov 21 and Dec 6 editions of this newsletter. If you no longer have them, pick up an extra copy
at the Information Corner in the Guidance Office, or go to our district web site and click on SENIOR NEWS.
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SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE

NATIONAL ITALIAN-AMERICAN SPORTS HALL OF FAME-- Five awards in Pittsburgh area, each worth $4,000....
applicants do not have to be of Italian descent....must play at least one varsity sport....strong grades a factor....family
financial status (need) a factor, must submit copy of Fed Inc Tax form....short essay....PTHS deadline is Tue Jan 15.

MASONIC SCHOLARSHIPS-- Several statewide awards sponsored by PA Masonic Youth Foundation....must go to
www.pagrandlodge.org/pmyf for listing....print and download scholarship info, or complete on-line....if data is needed
from our guidance office, remember “two weeks ahead” deadline for submitting.

BLACKWOOD MUSIC SCHOLARSHIP-- Must pursue training and career in Music Performance... five awards
available, from $3,000 up to $5,000....strong academics, instructor recommendation, essay, financial need, strong
motivation and musical talent....apply on-line at www.blackwoodmusic.org ....reference forms and paper copy of app
available at Information Corner....deadline is Feb 1 (data from PTHS teachers / guidance office has deadline of Jan 15).

BIG 33 SCHOLARSHIPS-- Named after well-known high school football all-star game, but these multiple awards have
nothing to do with the game....several statewide scholarships, at least $1,000 each....some for specific career choices,
such as Nursing....if you meet qualifications, apply for several....must apply on-line at www.big33.org ....our school
verification code is B0391670....deadline of Feb 1, but any data needed from PTHS has deadline of Jan 15.

ENJOY YOUR HOLIDAY BREAK...DO SOMETHING SPECIAL FOR A FAMILY MEMBER, NEIGHBOR, OR
FRIEND. YOU WILL BOTH BENEFIT FROM YOUR ACT OF KINDNESS.

WE’LL SEE YOU IN JANUARY, FOR THE “HOME STRETCH” OF YOUR SENIOR YEAR.






