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THE DEADLINE IS THE DEADLINE

Our annual community scholarship program has a firm deadline for submitting applications. This year’s
deadline is 7:35 AM on Wednesday, March 139. If weather forces a 2-hour delay, scholarship
applications are due at 9:35 AM on the same day. If school must be cancelled on the 19", scholarship
apps are due on the next school day at 7:35 AM.

PLAN AHEAD

Plan ahead. Play it safe. Submit your community scholarship applications before March 19. Work on them
this weekend, and bring them to the Guidance Office Monday morning, March 17. Beat the rush.

We have a “happens every year” story that will surely continue this year. Many seniors put off completing
their scholarship apps until the last minute. It's panic-time from 7:00 AM to 7:35 AM in the Guidance
Office on the scholarship due-day. Seniors, shoulder-to-shoulder, squeeze into any space available in the
Guidance Office to hurriedly complete their last-minute applications.

Unfortunately, because of the last-minute frenzy, items are skipped, words are misspelled, and many of

these last-minute efforts actually disqualify themselves. Yes, “it happens every year”. Don't let this happen
to you. Plan ahead; get your apps completed—and submitted—before March 19.

WANTED: BOYS

Community scholarship winners will be announced at our annual Awards Night program in May. When the program has
ended, and families are departing, our guidance counselors will be asked to answer the following:
“Why did so many girls get scholarships tonight; why didn’t boys win more awards?”

The answer is simple. Boys don’t apply. Yes, boys traditionally apply for the sports-related scholarships. But, for

whatever reason, boys generally do not apply for many of the other community awards. Very, very few boys apply for
any of the career / vocational school (non-college) awards. That's why so many girls win awards. Girls apply.

THE WAITING LIST

It's common for many selective colleges to assign a measurable number of high school applicants to a
waiting list. They are saying “We have not yet made our final decision. You must be patient if you really
want to attend our school. We may, or may not, be able to offer you an acceptance. Consider your #2
college choice as a good alternative while you wait for a decision.”

If you have received such a notice, take action now. First, discuss the situation with your parents. Note
that many students on waiting lists do not get accepted into their first-choice school. Also note that your
#2 choice school probably has a deadline for your commitment to them. Stay in close touch with your #1,
while noting the deadline for #2. Will #1 accept any new information that may help you? Call and ask. Will
anather letter of recommendation help? How about your current in-progress grades? Call and ask. Will




#1 accept you....right now.....if you agree to enroll in their summer entrance program? [Are you willing to
take summer classes on the campus of #1, to lock-in an acceptance?) Call and ask.

WEe'll give you more “waiting list” information in the next issue of SENIOR NEWS.

MORE SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE

SOCCER SCHOLARSHIP-- Allegheny Force Football Club’s “Richard Schneider Memorial Scholarship”....boys or girls
varsity soccer players....three $500 awards in eastern suburbs....4-yr college only... letter of recm’d from coaches,
teachers, community or church personnel, but not from high school soccer coach....transcript suggested, but not
required....student statement about soccer in your life....PTHS deadline is Thursday, April 17.

LUTHERAN CHURCH-- Adam Bishop Memorial Scholarship, from Evangelical Lutheran Church of the Holy Trinity....
$750 award....must be member of a Lutheran congregation....college or tech school, but must major in a Fine Arts
area....200-word essay re: your Lutheran faith....two letters of recm’d, one must be from Lutheran pastor....transcript
required....copy of letter of acceptance from postsecondary school....PTHS deadline is Tuesday, March 25.

DENO CASTELLI SCHOLARSHIP-- 4-yr college only....submit personal family background info, and personal family
financial info (include copy of completed fed inc tax form)....submit copy of college acceptance letter....PTHS deadline is
Monday, April 14.

PERFORMING ARTS SCHOLARSHIP-- Pittsburgh Civic Light Opera (CLO) Guild “Constance C. Rockwell
Scholarships”.... several scholarships, at least $4,000 each....4-yr college only, major in performing arts, including
theater, drama, music, dance, voice, costume or set design, lighting / sound....transcript required....personal statement
....two letters of recm’d....verify financial need....semi-finalists must audition....PTHS deadline is Friday, April 11.

SCHOLAR-ATHLETE AWARD-- Westmoreland County Coaches Assn “Scholar-Athlete Award”....at least one, up to
four, $1,000 awards....must have earned at least one varsity letter, any sport....submit family financial data, including
recent fed inc tax form....other school and community activities....recommendation signature by PT coach or athletic
director....PTHS deadline is Monday, April 7.

ENHANCE YOUR CHANCE

Looking again at our community scholarships, seniors ask “what are my chances of winning this award?”
First, you must meet the qualifications. The selection committee then compares your accomplishments,
personal qualities, and financial need with those of other candidates. Another factor is the total number of
applicants. A small number of applications is good news for you. Here'’s a late tip to our seniors: the
following community scholarships, as of today’'s date, have very few applicants....FRIENDS OF PTARC
SCHOLARSHIP....the next 3 are for vocational students only: CAREER-TECH SCHOLARSHIP and IRWIN
BANK / WCCC SCHOLARSHIP and SHAWN M. GONDER SCHOLARSHIP....PATROLMAN SCOTT GENTILO
SCHOLARSHIP.....LOUIS FOLINO SCHOLARSHIP.....PT BOYS BASKETBALL BOOSTERS SCHOLARSHIP

..... boys soccer ROBERT C. BRAMMELL SCHOLARSHIP..... wrestling THE GRAPPLER' BOB BURMEISTER
SCHOLARSHIP.....boys/ girls basketball DARREN & DAVID SERUGA SCHOLARSHIP...GENI CASALE
SCHOLARSHIP.....P-T TEACHERS ASSN SCHOLARSHIP. Get the message? The odds are on your side.

“The Penn-Trafford School District thanks all of the community groups and individuals who sponsor and donate to our
scholarship program. High school seniors who apply for these awards are expected to represent both our high school and their
community in a positive manner. In order to be eligible for a community scholarship, the students are expected to maintain a
satisfactory level of academic performance and behavior, both in our high school and in their local community.”



