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THE END OF THE LINE  
 

This is the final issue of our newsletter for the Class of 2008. Graduation is within sight. This final issue will give you 
some reminders about things to do before the school year ends. From our entire Guidance Office staffÉ.Mrs. Olszewski, 
Mrs. Zona, Mr. Martin, Mrs. Albert, and Mr. PodowskiÉ. “Best wishes and good luck!” to our graduating seniors.   
 
 

“THANK YOU”  
 

Looking back at your four years at PTHS, there may have been a person who did something special for 
you; something very meaningful. Now is the time to say “thanks”  to that person. It may have been a 
teacher, a principal, a custodian, a secretary, a nurse, a counselor, or a bus driver. The personÕs title isnÕt 
important. Saying “thank you”  is important. That person made an effort to do something special for you. 
Take a moment to show your appreciation. Although he/ she expects nothing in return, your appreciation 
will remembered just as much as you remember their effort. It will be the high point of the day for both of 
you. ItÕs the right thing to do.  
 
 

THE “30% FACTOR”  
 

Someone once said “It ain’t over til it’s over”. With an apology to our English instructors, weÕd like to use that statement 
to remind seniors about the Ò30% factorÓ. The combination of your 4th quarter grade (20%) and your final exam grade 
(10%) represents 30% of your entire yearÕs grade in your courses. ThatÕs almost one-third. Although many seniors think 
about going into cruise-control, or automatic pilot for the final few weeks of school, a little more effort for the next couple 
of weeks may pay off for you. Keep the motor running. DonÕt lose the academic ranking youÕve worked so hard for during 
the past 3.99 yearsÉÉÉÉÉ “It ain’t over til it’s over”.  
 
 

FINAL OBLIGATIONS  
 

To be eligible for Commencement, all obligations must be settled beforehand. Categories of obligations 
include the following:  

 Credits /  Academics owed  
 Money owed 
 School materials owed 
 Time owed  

 
Do you owe any important make-up work for one of your courses? Do you owe a borrowed book from the 
Library or the Guidance Office? Do you owe money for a school debt? Do you owe hours of detention? 
Please settle these matters as soon as possible.  
 
 
 
 



FINAL TRANSCRIPTS 
 
Some colleges and tech schools do not require final high school transcripts. There is no Òone size fits allÓ for sending 
final grades. It is your responsibility to contact your college or tech school to verify their policy on final transcripts.   
 
PTHS will not automatically send final transcripts to colleges and tech schools. If you must have a final transcript sent, 
you must notify Mrs. Albert---in writing. She will need a postage-paid (stamped) envelope with the correct address 
already in place. If there are any special instructions, include a statement of explanation.  
 
Many colleges and tech schools provide their own ÒFinal Transcript RequestÓ form. Give this form to Mrs. Albert, along 
with your addressed envelope. Please include the postage. (**Final transcripts will be sent in late June**) 
 
 

SENIOR ATHLETES 
 

Senior athletes who hope to play their sport at an NCAA Div I or II college next year must have their final 
transcripts sent to the NCAA Clearinghouse. A final Core-Course evaluation must be done by the NCAA in 
order to grant you a ÒqualifierÓ status. If you do not attain a ÒqualifierÓ status by next fall, you will not be 
eligible to play your sport in college next year.  
 
Be sure to follow the ÒFinal TranscriptsÓ procedures mentioned above. Ask Mrs. Albert to send your final 
transcript to the NCAA Clearinghouse. Seniors who hope to play their sport at an NAIA school next year 
must follow NAIA rules. Be sure to give Mrs. Albert clear instructions, along with the envelope and stamp.  
 
 

STUDENT LOANS / PARENT LOANS   
 
Nearly all financial aid package offers include student loans. ItÕs a fact of life. The national mortgage crisis has had a 
Òtrickle-downÓ effect on the Federal Stafford Loan Program. Many lenders, including some of our local banks, no longer 
offer the Stafford Loan to students. You are the consumer; you must go shopping for the best student loan deal. What is 
the best student loan deal? ItÕs the Federal Stafford Loan offered by Pennsylvania lenders, called the “KeystoneBEST” 
student loan. Contact lenders until you find it. If youÕre borrowing through your college, ask for the KeystoneBEST loan.  
 
We also have a message for parents. You, too, may be asked to get a loan. The standard college/tech school loan for 
parents is the Federal Parents PLUS loan (8.5% interest). In some cases, parents have found that itÕs better to get a 
Home Equity Loan or a Home Equity Line-of-Credit instead. This decision is yours to make, but we also have a tip 
regarding Home Equity Loans. You, too, must go shopping. Some banks charge up to $300 to $400 dollars in Òup-frontÓ 
fees for Home Equity loans. Others charge nothing, zero. First, double-check the interest rate and rules. Second, tell the 
bank or lender you will not accept any Òup-frontÓ fees. You will consider their loan offer only if there are no fees. You may 
be surprised to find that Bank ÔBÕ or Bank ÔCÕ will match---or beat---a loan offer from Bank ÔAÕ. ItÕs true. Shop around.  
 
 

 
SENIOR SCHOLARSHIPS---AWARDS NIGHT 

 
Our annual Awards Night assembly will be held Tuesday May 13, at 7:00 PM in our auditorium. If you 
received a letter to attend from Mrs. AlbertÑ congratulations! Be sure to bring your parents and family 
members to this special program. Do you want to double-check to see if your name is on the Awards Night 
list? See Mrs. Albert right now. Hurry !   
 

“THANK YOU” to our English instructors for distributing SENI OR NEWS for the past 9 months ! 
 

 



 
 

 
 
   


