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THE COLLEGE FAIRS 
 

Our guidance counselors recently visited your English classes. One of the topics discussed was College Fairs. We 
strongly recommend attending one of them. Ideally, you and your parents should attend a College Fair together. This is 
part of Òbeing on the same pageÓ when talking about college or tech school choices at home. Both you and your parents 
will talk to the same person, getting the same information, at the same time. You’ll be on the Òsame pageÓ.  
 
Three College Fairs will take place in the Pittsburgh area within the next several days. Make plans to attend at least one 
of them. Admission is free. The format is flexible; come and go as you please. We also note that these fairs include tech 
schools, health-care schools, culinary schools, military services, ROTC programs, and much more.  
 

 Sunday Sep 16--  College Fair at Duquesne University in Pittsburgh…A.J. Palumbo Center…1:00 PM to 3:00 
PM…Free Admission 

 
 Wednesday Sep 19--  College Fair at Westmoreland County Community College (WCCC) at Youngwood… 6:30 

PM to 8:30 PM…Founder’s Hall…Free Admission 
 

 Saturday Sep 22--  National Christian College Fair…Orchard Hill Church (2551 Brandt School Road, Wexford, 
just off I-79)…11:00 AM to 1:00 PM…Free Admission 

 
 

LETTERS OF RECOMMENDATION  
 

Letters of recommendation---will I need one? This is an often-misunderstood topic. Many seniors and 
parents believe this is a “must have” for college or tech school applications. This is not true. In fact, an 
overwhelming number of colleges and tech schools do not want letters of recommendation.  
 
So, what should you do? First, make personal contact with the Admissions Office at your top-choice schools. 
Do they really want letters of recommendation? If the answer is “no”, do not seek them. If the answer is 
“yes”, be sure to follow PTHS guidelines for seeking recommendation letters.  
 
 

LETTERS OF RECOMMENDATIONÑ YOUR BRAG SHEET 
 

Be sure to give your recommendation letter-writer some supportive data to use in his/her letter. This is your 
personal resume’, your activities list, your “brag sheet”. Allow your letter-writer two full weeks to construct 
a worthy letter. Teacher letters of recommendation should not be given to students; instead they should be 
given directly to the student’s guidance counselor, or Mrs. Albert. Copies of recommendation letters will be 
kept in each student’s senior file in the Guidance Office.  
 
A suggestion: you may want to ask your letter-writer to be a bit generic in format. Rather than stating a 
specific college or university name, just use the word college. The letter can be used again, if needed.  
 



 
THE S.A.T. EXAM----OR THE A.C.T. EXAM----OR BOTH?  

 
Most college-bound seniors know that two separate college admissions exams exist. We’re very familiar with the SAT 
exam; it’s a favorite among colleges in the northeastern area of the country. Most colleges within 200 miles of PTHS 
require SAT scores as part of their admissions decision-making process.  
 
The other test, the ACT exam, is very popular in the south and southwest regions of the USA. The bottom line is that 
nearly all 4-year colleges will use either test score in their decision-making process. So, why should some PTHS seniors 
consider taking the ACT exam? The format of the ACT is a bit different from the SAT, and it also includes a Science 
component. Many students who scored poorly on the SAT saw an improvement with their ACT exam score. Also, many 
high school athletes, trying to reach NCAA-qualifying scores to play their sport in college, scored higher on the ACT 
exam than on the SAT exam. (*PTHS athletesÉ remember to code in #9999 on your registration for the NCAA Clearinghouse) 
 
PTHS does not offer the ACT exam. Interested seniors must take it at Hempfield HS, or at another location in our region. 
We do offer the SAT exam on Saturday, November 3. Students must register by Tuesday, October 2. Do you want to 
take the SAT exam in October? Do you need an “early score”? Then hurry-up and register today for the Saturday, 
October 6 SAT exam. You can take the October exam at a nearby school, such as Gateway or Norwin. Hurry, the Oct 6 
exam registration deadline is today ! (Mon Sep 10) 
 

SAT Exam Registration--- www.collegeboard.com 
ACT Exam Registration--- www.actstudent.org 

 
 

SPEAKER VISITS TO PTHS 
 

During the first few months of this year, speakers from several colleges, tech schools, and 
the military will visit PTHS. They’ll make “one-time only” visits to speak to interested seniors. 
We’ll list speaker visits in this newsletter. They will also be announced verbally in school. If 
you wish to meet with one or more college / tech school speakers, you must sign up in the 
Guidance Office at least one full day ahead of the speaker visit.  This allows Mrs. Albert 
enough time to prepare a pass for you to attend the meeting. Be aware that your subject 
teacher may hold you in the classroom if you owe make-up work, or if you will be missing 
critical information. Here’s the speaker visit schedule, so far:  
 

¥ Tue Sep 11….West Virginia Univ….9:54  
¥ Wed Sep 12….Geneva….8:24….and….Lock Haven….12:13 
¥ Thur Sep 13….John Carroll…9:09 
¥ Fri Sep 14….Susquehanna….10:15 
¥ Wed Sep 19….Virginia Tech….1:43 
¥ Thur Sep 20….Kent….8:24 
¥ Mon Sep 24….Allegheny….8:00 
¥ Tue Sep 25….Univ of Buffalo….8:24….and….Alfred….11:45…and…Lehigh…1:43 
¥ Thur Sep 27….LaRoche….9:30….and….Duquesne….1:43 
¥ Fri Sep 28….Waynesburg….9:09 


